[Distal pancreatectomy with splenic preservation in pediatric patient with blunt abdominal trauma].
Traumatic injuries of the pancreas occur in 3 to 12% of cases of blunt abdominal trauma in children and these are associated with a mortality of 30%. A four-year-old girl was brought to the emergency room after an automobile accident. On physical examination, she was stable with abdominal pain and signs of peritoneal irritation. An abdominal CT scan showed a grade II liver lesion, a grade II splenic lesion, and a grade III pancreatic lesion. Laparotomy was performed with the patient stable, finding the same lesions as those on the CT scan. Distal pancreatectomy was performed preserving the splenic vessels. The liver and splenic lesions were conservatively treated. The patient was discharged on the seventh day after surgery and at four month follow-up no surgical complications have been observed. Surgery should be considered first-line therapy for grade III or greater pancreatic lesions; conservative medical management should be used for Grade I and II lesions.